BOOK REVIEWS non-availability of parenteral c10nidine in the U .S. and the use of bolus doses of 300 mg diazoxide for control of hypertension are examples of this. Tubocurarine is recommended in the chapter on acute renal failure as 'probably the best relaxant in renal failure' but atracurium and vecuronium are discussed elsewhere in the book.
Despite these criticisms, this book has much useful information and summarises many topics very well. It should be readily available in all anaesthetics departments as anaesthetists at all levels will find it useful for reference and revision. Each chapter deals with the indications, the methods, and the clinical applications. In most chapters there is an outline of the physiological aspects of the particular parameter to be monitored and the interpretation of the results obtained. The sources of errors of the different methods of measuring parameters are discussed as well as the advantages and disadvantages of each. The chapter on the anaesthetic record gives emphasis to its importance in relation to both the clinical and legal requirements. The final chapter on safety and maintenance of electrical equipment is not necessarily applicable in detail to Australia and New Zealand but is an excellent chapter in a book on monitoring for the principles it outlines.
This book is a very good assessment of the current state of monitoring in anaesthetic practice and all anaesthetists should find it useful.
W STG£7.95; 140 X 222; pp. 45. This little book is a gem. It breathes the history and folklore of British anaesthesia as its past and present leaders deliver their eUlogies of Sir Robert Macintosh on the occasion of his 90th birthday presented one autumn afternoon at the 'R.S.M.' in London. This is not the stuff of modernism, of complex science, or of trendy sophisticated anaesthesia, but rather it reflects the philosophy and basic principles that underpinned the practice and teaching of this great man. From his initiatives in the Nuffield Department at Oxford from 1937 onwards there emerged the ideals of safe anaesthesia founded on honest academic research, carefully developed and tested equipment and dedicated teaching that set the standards for the future of this specialty in Britain, Europe and Australasia. The monograph goes close to capturing the nostalgia and sense of history that authors of the varied short contributions wished to convey. To a pupil of Sir Robert Macintosh, who holds him in the highest respect and affection and tends to revere him as a minor deity, the book was sheer delight. More importantly, it should be read by all anaesthetists, consultants and registrars alike, who seriously wish to know and appreciate more fully the contributions of pioneers like Sir Robert Macintosh, who made their present professional careers possible. BRIAN 
